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Title: Duties of Church’s Members 2 – Financial Support – Jose Francis Martinez

Purpose: To motivate the members to continually fulfill their duty to support financially the work of the Lord by systematic and proportionate giving made through the local church.

Introduction
1. In our previous session, we have considered the duty of members to attend all the stated meetings of the church. Now we move to consider the duty of members to support financially the work of the Lord.

2. And in addressing this duty we shall do so under 2 headings: 1) The NT Witness Concerning This Duty. 2) A Biblical Guideline in the Discharge of This Duty.

I. 
THE NT WITNESS CONCERNING THIS DUTY.

A. Now the NT witness of this duty is not direct but is clearly implied. It is clear from the NT that a local church had a common purse, supplied from the contributions of God’s people, to support the work of the Lord.

B. Let us just look at a few sample texts of Scriptures.



1.  
Acts 6:1-6 (READ)
a. The needy widows of the church at Jerusalem, who did not have anyone to turn to, the church took care of.  And the apostles, who were still alive, were the ones who supervised the daily provisions for these widows. The church, however, grew so big already that the apostles could no longer handle the task efficiently. So in order to avoid sacrificing their main calling of ministering God’s Word and prayer, what did they do? They called a church’s meeting, proposed that the task should be delegated to seven men in the church, and gave qualifications of those men whom the church should chose to do the work. Then the church chose 7 men to do the work on the basis of those qualifications that the apostles gave. 

b. The thing I want you to note is that the church took the responsibility of caring for needy widows in the church seriously. And the church had a common purse or fund from which the support of these widows was taken. And where did this common purse come from? Where else but from the contributions of the members of the congregation.



2. 
1Timothy 5:3-4.

a. It is important to note that 1 Tim was writing by the Apostle Paul to give instructions about how the people of God ought to conduct themselves in the church of God. 1Tim. 3:14-15 (READ).

b. And note what Paul says about widows in 1Tim 5: 3-4 (READ).  And by honor here, Paul is referring to giving financial help and support. 

c. So where was this financial help and support to come from? From the church’s common purse supplied by the contributions of the members.



3. 
1Timothy 5:17-18 (READ)  

a. Here we are told that elders whose main calling in life is the preaching and teaching of God’s word are especially to be given double honor. And what concrete way is this double honor to be expressed? Given them wages for their labor – not love offering – but wages – a fixed amount of financial remuneration. 

b. Now where are these wages to come from? From the church’s common purse supplied by from the contributions of the members.



4. 
Philippians 

a. This letter is addressed to the church of Philippi as clear from Phil. 1:1 (READ). And then note what Paul said about what the church did in Phil. 4:10-11, 14-18 (READ). 

b. Clear here is that the church in Philippi had a common purse. And from this common purse, they supported Paul in his missionary endeavors. And they sent him gifts not just once but several times.

c. And where did this support that they sent come from? It must have come from the contributions of the members of the church in Philippi. 

C. Now there are other texts we can turn to, but I trust these are enough to show that the church had a common purse, supplied from the contributions of the members, to support the work of the Lord. Therefore, clearly implied from this, is that the members of the church have the responsibility to contribute to the church’s common purse.

Trans: That leads us to our second heading...

II. A BIBLICAL GUIDELINE FOR THE DISCHARGE OF THIS DUTY.

· And here we will address particularly the question: How much should you, as a member, contribute to the church’s common purse? 

A. The tithe (a tenth part of what you receive) is the biblical norm of basic Christian giving.

1. We see this practiced by the patriarchs even before the institution of the OC in Mt. Sinai.

a. Gen. 14:17-21 (READ). As an act of worship, Abraham gave a tenth or a tithe to Melchizedek, the priest of God, even before giving back the spoils of war to the king of Sodom and giving certain people their rightful due.  When this practice started, we do not know. But even before the institution of the OC, Abraham already practiced tithing. ( Heb. 7:6,9-10 )

b. Gen. 28:18-22 (READ).  Jacob understood that God is the One who will ultimately provide for his needs. And as an expression of his commitment to God, he pledges to give regularly a tenth or a tithe of all that he receives from God. What Jacob will do with this tithe, the Bible does not record. But he did practice it even before the institution of the OC in Mt. Sinai.

c. ISBE: “..the payment of tithes is so ancient and deeply rooted in the history of the human race that it seems much simpler and more natural to believe that among the Jews the practice was in existence long before the time of Moses.”

2. Then at the institution of the OC in Mt. Sinai, God gave explicit commands and specific instructions concerning tithing.  Although these instructions are not that easy to harmonize, the tithe was regarded as the norm for basic giving and was to be used for various purposes.  

a. We read of the institution of it in Num. 18:21-32 (Esp. vss 21, 24, 25).  The tithe given by the people of God under the OC served the purpose of supporting the Levites who work in the sanctuary of God. And yet interestingly, even the Levites who received the tithe from the people are to give also a tithe from the tithe. That is the norm of basic giving.

b. Deu 14:22-27 (READ). Some commentators suggest that this tithe is different from the one I already mentioned. They regard it as a second tithe. But others suggest that it refer to the same. But whatever might be the precise relation, we see here that the tithe was not just to provide for the needs of the Levites. It was also to be used for a once a year religious feast in Jerusalem where everybody, including the needy, were to enjoy. 

c. Deu 14:28-29 (READ). Again what is the precise relation this tithe had with the others already mentioned is difficult to sort out. But what is clear here is that even the widows and orphans and the aliens who were needy were also to be beneficiaries of these tithes given by God’s people. And again the required amount is a tithe - a tenth portion of what the people received from the Lord through their labors.

3. Then at the coming of Christ, He continued to endorse the practice of tithing. Mt. 23:23 (READ). Although our Lord did not rate tithing as one of the greater provision of God’s law but as one of the lesser provisions of the law, and yet He did affirm that this duty should not be neglected.

4. There are some who argue that since the temple now in Jerusalem does not exist, then the practice of tithing is no longer regulative – “no temple, no tithe” 

a. But as we have seen, even before God made the OC with the nation of Israel in Mt Sinai and before He instituted the temple service, the Patriarchs already practiced tithing. Therefore, we cannot just tie up the tithe with the temple.

b. Moreover, even if the principle were true that “no temple, no tithe”, is it really accurate to say that under the NC there is now no more temple? Of course not! The church, under the NC, is God’s true and living temple on earth of which the OC temple was just a type and foreshadowing. 1Cor 3:16; 1Pet 2:5 (READ). 

5. Therefore, the tithe is still the guide of basic Christian giving. And I thank God for this guiding principle. For it gives me an idea of what God thinks is reasonable in terms of my regular and basic Christian giving. Without this principle of the tithe, you will constantly be struggling with questions like, “ How much is reasonable to give? Am I giving to little or am I giving too much that I am becoming neglectful of my other God-given obligations?” It is like buying something and the one selling will tell you to name the prize.  If you are one who does not want to take advantage of people, you will have a difficulty and you would rather that the one selling would give you an idea. This is true also with tithing. The principle of the tithe should not be viewed as an enemy but a friend.

B. But in addition to the tithe, gifts and offerings are to be given according to one’s ability and willingness of heart.

1.
And we see this even in the OT - Exo 25:1-9; 35:20-21 (READ). This is not mandatory.

2.
And we see also something similar to this in NT in reference to special offering for a special benevolence need- 2Cor. 8:1-5, 6-12; 9:7 (READ). This is not mandatory.

C. Summary:  So how much should you contribute to the church’s common purse to support the work of the Lord? The tithe is the biblical norm of basic giving, to which is to be added gifts and offerings according to one’s ability and willingness of heart.

Conclusion

1. For some people, this duty is dreadful. “A tithe – that is too much!” But if you see the importance of the various functions of the church Christ has commissioned it to fulfill that would not be too much for you. If you value the worship of God, the ministry of the word, the spread of the gospel, the care and nurture of souls, etc, that would not be too much for you. Mat 6:21 “for where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.”

2. But perhaps there are some of you who are sometimes tempted not to fulfill this duty, There is a very good text you should meditate about - Mal 3:8-12 (READ).  
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